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What is 
MUN?

Each person is "representing" a country 

The goal is to agree on a solution to a world 
problem

It is a formal debate (Must use "Parliamentary 
Language" etc.)

Fantastic opportunity to develop your public 
speaking, problem solving, persuasion and 
negotiation skills, as well as to meet new people



MUN 
Vocab

Chair – The person 
in charge of the 

debate

Delegate – What 
you refer to other 

people and yourself 
as during the debate

Resolution (Res) -
The proposed 
solution to the 

problem

Delegation –
Country

Placard – Card with 
the name of your 

delegation (country)

Clause – A single 
suggestion / point in 

a resolution



Guide to Resolutions – The Headers

What kind of topics you debate

The specific problem you are debating

The delegate / delegation who wrote the resolution



Guide to Resolutions – The Preambulatory Clauses 
(Preambles)

• Important pieces of information about 
the topic

• Give context
• Explain the roles of existing 

organisations in the problem
• Defines key terms
• Shows what is already being done
• Not incredibly important, more for use if 

you don't know much about the topic
• Do not take any action or make any 

changes



Guide to Resolutions – 
The Main Body

• The most important part of the resolution

• Where action is taken

• The only part of the resolution that is debated

The main clause – The main idea of 
the clause

Sub-clauses – an extension of the 
main clause with more details

Sub-sub-clauses – an extension of the 
sub-clause and effectively does the 
same job but for a more specific 
suggestion (They are quite uncommon)



How the Debate Works

1. The Main Submitter will be asked to read a bit of the resolution
2. The chair will allow a short period of reading time
3. The main submitter will make a speech
4. They may then open themselves up to "Points of Information" 

(POIs) (questions), from the floor, which they will answer.
5. The chair will select a delegate to speak
6. They may open themselves up to POIs
7. At the end, we vote on the resolution. You can vote in favour, 

against, or abstain from voting (you choose not to vote)



Conference Procedure
• Open debate – Speeches for and against and amendments
• Yield – after a speech you choose who speaks next (they must speak in favour if you 

speak in favour, or vice versa) - cannot be from your school
• Amendments – During open debate you can suggest a change to the resolution – add a 

clause, change/edit a clause, strike a clause etc. - Can also amend an amendment with an 
amendment to the second degree – change or add to it – if a second-degree amendment 
passes, the whole amendment passes, if it fails you return to open debate on the original 
amendment

• Closed debate – the chairs can decide if they want a speech for or against – no 
amendments

• General Assembly – one resolution passed by each committee is debated – NO 
AMENDMENTS – only speeches for or against and POIs. - Yields very useful for speaking 
time.

• Voting – On a resolution as a whole – can vote for, vote against, or abstain from voting – on 
an amendment or second degree amendment – only vote for or against.



Remember

• You are representing a country - refer to 
yourself and others in the third person (we, 
they, this delegate, etc.)

• Be respectful – Remember the work people 
put into resolutions and speeches – Don't 
make any hurtful/offensive remarks – Don't 
disrupt people when they're talking

• You will not understand everything 
immediately – MUN can be complicated and 
takes time to get used to, but it's worth it!

• Ask Questions – The best way to find your 
feet is to ask questions. Don't be afraid! 

• Enjoy Yourself! - You are here to have fun! 
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